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thirty-five letters of the Gurumukhi alphabet on
a wooden tablet and told Har Gobind their names.
The pupil immediately repeated them from memory
as if he had previously known them. In a few days
he knew how to join vowels with consonants and
mastered spelling. He then began to read the Guru's
hymns, upon which his faculty of perception and
comprehension was developed. In a short time he
received the gift of tongues. He was then taught
the use of offensive and defensive weapons, riding,
swimming, chemistry, astronomy, medicine, agri-
culture, administration, and other sciences. On the
completion of his education the Guru took him to
the temple, offered thanksgiving to God and acknow-
ledgement to Bhai Budha for his successful and
comprehensive instruction.

A Sikh called Paira lived with Guru Arjan, and
used to wait on him day and night. The teaching
of the Guru made a great impression on his mind.
At that time a proud ritualistic pandit arrived to
hold a religious controversy with the Guru. On the
morning after his arrival he put a tilak on his
forehead and went and sat in devotional attitude
on the margin of the Guru's tank. He was provided
with a salagram, a bell, and a shell, which he
ostentatiously displayed.

It was the Guru's custom to bathe every morning
in his tank. After that he used to go into the
temple and make four circumambulations. Then
going forth he used to make four more. When mak-
ing the first round he passed by the pandit, but did
not make obeisance to him or his salagram. The
pandit became angry, and said the Guru and his
Sikhs had sadly fallen away from orthodox worship.
'Although he calleth himself a guru', said the
pandit, ' and hath followers and worshippers, yet
he is only a Khatri and a family man, while I am
a rigidly continent Brahman. He therefore ought
to have worshipped me. Ram and Krishan, who